
Choosing Pliers & Cutters
Quality pliers and cutters should work comfortably over long periods of time, serving 

your efforts like an extension of your hand. With so many to choose from, however, 

you may need a guide. Here are some tips on selecting pliers and cutters to best 

serve your needs. 

High-end pliers and cutters, such as Swanstrom and Lindstrom, focus on superior 

ergonomics, with longer and wider handles for your comfort. The steel is harder to 

withstand more use. Lap joints give you the option of making your tool stiff or loose and 

adjustable springs can be changed to match your comfort level. Mid-range pliers and cutters 

such as STUSA™ and Rio offer quality steel and ergonomics—an overall good place to start when 

you get serious about jewelry-making. When you’re just starting out, low-end pliers and cutters (see the 

Economy line, #111-909) may satisfy your needs. 

For your basic bench set-up, choose one of these plier sets: Swanstrom products have precise finishing capabilities and are 

known throughout the industry as superior, long-lasting tools (see Swanstrom Pliers and Cutter Set, #111-026); Lindstrom 

is also a high-quality choice for satisfactory, sturdy pliers and cutters (see Lindstrom RX Pliers and Cutter Set, #111-057); 

STUSA™ and Rio pliers and cutters offer both affordability and reliability (see STUSA™ Pliers & Cutter Assortment, #111-059 

and Rio's Slimline set, #111-269).

Caring for Cutters and Pliers

Use a lubricant to keep your cutters and pliers in top-
notch shape and clean your cutters with a Sunshine® 
Cloth (#337-038) to remove build-up. Use the jaw-stop 
on Swanstrom cutters to prevent hard cutting edges 
from colliding into each other. And to help your cutters 
and pliers last a lifetime, be sure to wipe them down 
and keep them oiled. 

pliers & cutters 
Tube-Holding Pliers (111-194)

• The grooves in the non-marring nylon jaws give plenty of options for holding tube or wire so you 

 can secure it without marring. 

Swanstrom Flat-Nose Delrin® Insert Pliers (111-205)

• This plier exemplifies legendary Swanstrom quality: forged and hardened high-carbon, high-chrome 

 alloy steel; antiglare finish; Soft-Touch™ handles; anti-glare; jaw-stops and Scrivet® joints. Plus, the    replace-

able Delrin won't mar the metal you're working with.

Swanstrom Ear Wire Forming Pliers (111-199)

• Quickly and easily form wires of varying lengths and styles—perfect for consistent results!
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