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Musical BRONZclay™ 


800.545.6566      riogrande.com


supplies:
Order #  Description  


695-089  Sterling oval jump ring
349-414  High-speed steel twist drill
115-315  Steel bench block
111-026  Swanstrom pliers and cutter set
632-812/7.5  Sterling 5.9mm cable chain, 71/2"
335-121 Green patina, 4 oz.
112-210  Ball-peen hammer 
101-007 BRONZclay™, 100 grams
703-204  Coal-based, acid washed carbon
703-205 Coconut-based, acid washed carbon
703-117 Kiln 
703-202 Firing pan
500-712 Bronze Metal Clay by Yvonne M. Padilla


Working with BRONZclay™


The benefit of working with BRONZclay™ is that you can knead it like dough, 


roll it out and manipulate BRONZclay like regular clay, but then fire it in 


activated carbon to achieve a hard bronze. Tip: You can add the hole for the 


jump rings at any time, before or after firing, depending on your preference. 


Firing schedule


BRONZclay™ needs to be as hard as it can be coming out of the kiln, 


otherwise you’re more likely to get a dull thud sound rather than a 


more enjoyable musical sound. Lowering the ramp temperature, 


holding for a longer time and letting the kiln cool naturally should 


produce a harder bronze. Change the ramp to 150°F per hour and 


hold at 1550° for four hours. 


Changing the “tune”


The thinner the clay is rolled out, the higher the pitch. Hammering the 


piece with a ball-peen hammer over a steel block will compress the metal 


and change the “tune” of your piece. Adding a patina will also alter the sound, 


either dulling it or enhancing it. 


How it works


The clay is made out of 89% copper and 11% tin, which falls right into the range in 


which musical instruments are made. Bells are made closer to a 3:1 ratio, with around 


80% copper and 20% tin. Some cymbals are made using 10%–12% tin; as the tin content 


rises, the timbre drops. BRONZclay™ falls into this range and will often sound similar 


to cymbals.


Design by Yvonne M. Padilla. 
Note: To learn how to make 
this BRONZclay™ piece, plus 
many others, see the book 
listed below. 
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